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Myanmar: schedules Summer 2010 of the companies published 

 
 

Yangon Airways, Air Bagan and Air Mandalay have published their timetables for the new 2010 
summer season. 

The companies have significantly reduced their flights to certain destinations as Thandwe, Sittway... 
It’s therefore deeply recommended to organize its trip before departure. 

The flights are more limited so they are quickly full. 
For any questions about schedules, package with hotels, we invite you to visit our web sites: 

www.air-mandalay.com / www.yangon-airways.com / www.air-bagan.org 
or to contact us for any request of organization of stay on Myanmar (individual or group). 

 
Lowest level of water in Myanmar 

 
The water level of Ayeyarwaddy river is currently very low and causes major problems for navigation 
in the upper river. At the moment most ferries and cruise ships can not reach Mandalay and the boats 

must stop to 60 miles downstream to the small town of Myinmu. 
 

Opening of accommodation in the town of Hpa Na 

 
Zwekabin Hotel opened last December few kilometers outside Hpa Na. 

The hotel, with bungalows and facilities, although quite simple, answer to standards norms. 
Hpa-An is the capital of Karen State, located on the eastern bank of Salouen River. 

Town have university and four other institutions of higher education, as well as a museum dedicated 
to culture Karen. 
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Cambodia: the end of trains "Bamboo" 

 
Following the establishment of restoration of Cambodian Railways, unknown means of transport, but 
very appreciated,  will probably disappear of Cambodian landscape and in particular in the region of 

Battambang:  Bamboo trains or "Norries". 
These "trains", formed by a simple metallic cog topped by a platform of wood and bamboo, circulated 

with small boat engines processed which have replaced the bamboo sticks. Used mainly for 
transporting goods and people over short distances, this mode of transportation was very popular 

with tourists to discover the region in an original way. 
When the network will be operational for fast trains around 2012, the bamboo trains will no longer be 

allowed to circulate because considered as dangerous for the users. 
A video to see: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x558xq_le-dernier-train-khmer_travel 

 
 

Day of Furrow sacred or royal plowing ceremony in Phnom Penh 

  
On May 2nd, this traditional festival of plowing the furrow blessed (Chat Prea Angkal) celebrates the 

beginning of rainy season and thus the first sowing of rice. 
King inaugurates plowings season by drawing the first furrows of the sacred ricefield. The oxen of the 

Royal harness have for sacred mission to predict the future harvests. 
This festival, which had gone out of use since Ang Duong, was rehabilitated in 1963 by King 

Sihanouk. It usually takes place in front of National Museum of Phnom Penh. 
 
 

Pascal Royere, and the epic of Baphuon 

  
At Angkor Thom, hides again an unresolved enigma, a puzzle which is built little by little under  

chisel of the workers as much as reflection of human brains. 
Construction site curses and titanic construction site, Pascal Royere, responsible architect of the project 

(EFEO) at Angkor was interviewed in the corridors of the rebirth of Baphuon: http://www.blue-
jade.com/Pascale_Royere.html 
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Laos : creation of cultural villages 

 
 

On March 25, a ceremony for the appointment of four cultural villages: Kok-hea, Angnoy, Sanaod and 
Hoila took place at Kok-hea school in Vientiane. These "villages-districts" of Vientiane were 

recognized traditional and group 3111 people on 2325 acres. Local authorities and residents were able 
to apply the five basic principles on the creation of 465 cultural families; These four villages are 

particularly healthy, without drugs and without cigarettes, in full development and see improving 
more and more the conditions of their daily life. There are 215 rich families, 358 families belonging to 

middle class and 45 self-sufficient homes. 100% of villagers know read and write as all children 
frequent primary school. 

 
Visakha Bouça and Boun Bangfay (rockets festival) 

  
These two festivals are celebrated at the full moon of May. Visakha Bouça is a Buddhist festival 

commemorating the birth of Buddha, his enlightenment and his attainment of nirvana, 
while the rocket festival is a call to rain after the dry season. It’s also a celebration of fertility and 
phallus. This kind of carnival around 27th and 28th May, gives rise to any sorts of excesses (we 

consumes Lao Lao in big quantities). Young and old come together to make bamboo rockets filled with 
explosive powder. Climbing into the sky, they will fertilize the clouds and will start the monsoon. 

Luck and prosperity in the one from which the rocket will fly higher! This festival is also and above 
religious, and gives rise to ceremonies and parades of traditional dance in streets. 
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Thailand: classification progress of Bangkok International Airport 

  
As every year  Skytrax gives us its classification of the best airports after investigation of 10 million 
passengers all over the world. This year, it's Changi Airport in Singapore which is designated as the 

best airport in the world, dethroning Incheon airport of Seoul which moves back on the second place, 
just in front of the airport of Hong-Kong which completes the podium.  

Once again, Asia is for the honour with its airports considered as the nicest in the world and Asian 
companies which operate also considered among the best on the planet. 

Two airports make their entrance in top 10 this year, Beijing and Bangkok airports in which take 
respectively eighth and tenth positions. Having been classified 37th airport in 2008, then 16th in 2009, 

international airport of Suvarnabhumi goes back up in this classification. General director of the 
airport hopes go up in the first 5 places in 2 years. 

 
Some festivals in May 

  
At the beginning of May in Bangkok takes place the ceremony of the Royal Plowing, from Brahmanical 

origin ; this ancient ritual takes place at Sanam Luang, Royal Square in Bangkok in the presence of 
King, who symbolically draws a first furrow announcing the time of plowing in rice fields.  

In the middle of May to Yasothon (Northeast) take place rockets festival to ensure heavy rains for a 
good harvest of rice, the villagers build gigantic rockets (until 20 m of length) and put them in fire in 

an atmosphere of happiness and excitement. Rockets scroll on tanks before the launch with shows 
streets, dances, sale of local products and election of Beauty Miss. 

Visakha Puja (Full moon of May) is the most important Buddhist festivals, where he is commemorated 
at the same time the birth, the illumination and Buddha's death. The believers go in temples to hear 

sermons and make offerings. Candlelight processions illuminate the night, already lit by the full 
moon, around the most sacred temples. 
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Vietnam: Cantho Airport is now ready for international flights 

  
After one year of operations with daily flights of Vietnam Airlines from Hanoi 

Cantho airport terminal has already welcomed 150.000 passengers and about 2.000 tons of cargo. 
Tests in January 2010 showed that the airport is now ready to receive large foreigner aircraft. 

The company has in order to put in place before the end of the year, international flights to the north 
of Asia and other Asian countries of south-east. 

 
Hanoi gets ready for the celebration of its millennium which will take place in 

October by important works of embellishment 

  
The first project of embellishment of Hanoi concerns the break of a lighting system around Hoàn Kiêm 
lake. Trees, panels and 22 main roads which surround it will soon be lit by a swarm of multicoloured 

lights trendy. This project also includes some remarkable monuments and gateways of the city.  It 
must also be installed on an experimental system of lights at 15 locations on Hoan Kiem lake, 4 on the 

western lake, 6 in the premises of Hô Chi Minh's mausoleum on the place of Ba Dinh,  one on the 
banks of Thiên Quang lake and the other one in the National Conference Centre.  

Once paused, the lighting system around Hoan Kiem lake will receive an addition of 200 LED bulbs, 
and 7 fountains will be illuminated with this ultramodern process.  

Along with the lighting around Hoan Kiem lake, the sidewalks around the lake will be paved.  
So, 1.7 km of brick will be replaced by large stone.  

The third project is reserved for the embellishment of Thông Nhât Park which will be restored so that 
it deserves its position of park of the city center. 

It will become an area of entertainment and culture, attractive. A building dedicated to video games 
will be also constructed.  

Also, all paths in the park will be paved, panels and planters will be refurbished, with the planting of 
new varieties of plants near Nguyên Van Trôi statue.  

Furthermore, the zone reserved for the leisure activities, cultural park and general scene will be 
reconditioned.  

Thu Lê Zoo, situated a few steps away from there, is also included in plans.  
After restoration it will become an important zone of leisure and will act as a green lung for the city.  
The latest refurbishment project is restricted to ancient streets of the capital will be completed before 

August.  
The houses’ facades and 75 streets in the heart of Hanoi will be repainted in their traditional dark 

yellow livery, to host the big party in October. 
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